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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 December 2002 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

l.This communication is in response to amendment filed 
06/12/02. 



Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 1-15,26-39 and 54 are currently pending. 

3 . The indicated allowability of claims 1-15,26-39 and 54 is 
withdrawn in view of the newly found ref erence (s) . 
Rejection (s) based on the newly cited reference (s) follow. 

4 . The text of those sections of Title 35,' U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office 
action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections 
under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 



6. Claims 13-15 and 54 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Walsh et al. (US Pat. 6,144,848) 
(Walsh) . 



As per Claim 13, Walsh teaches a portable station for 
interactive transfer of inventory information with a remotely 
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located base station having a first transceiver means said 
portable station comprising: 

a second transceiver means for wirelessly transmitting 
signals to and receiving signals from the first transceiver 
means of a base station, 

scanning means for scanning bar code indicia on a product 

and 

producing digital data signals based upon the bar code 
indicia scanned, 

a sound receiving means for receiving sounds and converting 
said sounds into electronic sound signals, 

a sound generating means for generating audible sounds from 
electronic sound signals, and 

a portable interface device comprising: 

a first interface means for interfacing to the second 
transceiver means,* 

a second interface means for interfacing to the sound 
receiving means and the sound 
generating means; 

a third interface means for interfacing to the scanning 
means ; and 

a translating means for converting digital data signals 
received from the scanning means interfaced to said third 
interface means, said translating means being adapted to convert 
said digital data signals into DTMF-encoded transfer signals and 
transmitting said transfer signals to the first interface means 
for being wirelessly transferred to the first transceiver means 
of the base station by said second transceiver means, said 
translating means converting DTMF-encoded transfer signals 
received by wireless transmission from said first transceiver 
means to said second transceiver means and passed to said first 
interface means, said translating means being adapted to 
convert said DTMF encoded transfer signals into digital data 
signals for transfer to said scanning means. 
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(refer to Figures 1A, 4 and 5 which show all elements of the 
claims. Refer to appropriate text in section titled "Detailed 
Description and the Preferred Embodiment s" for relevant 
description) 

14. The portable station of claim 13 additionally comprising a 
detection means connected to the first interface means for 
detecting DTMF-encoded signals received by the first interface 
means from said second transceiver means 

(Fig. 1A transceiver 123) . 

15. The portable station of claim 13 additionally comprising 
an interrupting means connected to said first interface 
means., (see 1A, Amplifier and Mixer 140) 

54. A method of merchandise ordering and order fulfillment, 
said method comprising: 

providing an order processing system comprising a central 
station interfaced to a telephone communication network so as be 
accessible to customers by telephone for creation of a 
merchandise order; (see 1A Host sevrer 110) and 

assembling a customer order for fulfillment, including the 
steps of: requesting from a customer a product identification of 
a product item and a quantity of the product item to be added to 
the merchandise order; 

(col. 12 L 14-38, command messages, col. 32 L 57-67, order 
processing element 111, col. 33 L 48- col. 34 L 4, refer to 
order processing) 

receiving a requested product identification and a requested 
product quantity from a customer; 

(col. 12 L 14-38, command messages, col. 32 L 57-67, order 
processing element 111, col. 33 L 48- col. 34 L 4, refer to 
order processing) 

confirming the identity and quantity of the product item to be 
included in the merchandise order; 

and 

comparing the requested product quantity of a product item in 
a merchandise order to a predetermined limit quantity 
established for said product item and, if the requested 



Application/Control Number: 09/020,122 
Art Unit: 3624 



Page 5 



quantity exceeds said predetermined limit quantity, reciting the 
requested product quantity of the product item to the customer 
and requesting confirmation from the customer of the requested 
product quantity of the product item. 

(col 35 L 40-45, col. 37 L 22-45, refer to steps shown in 
Fig. 14) . 

(please also refer to for further details col. 32 L 55+, order 
processing , transmit data ..host server 110, col. 33 L 48+, 
product information and product availability.., col. 34 L 35+ 
DTMF tonal code. . ) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 and 26-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Walsh further in view of Cerny Jr. 
(US Pat. 5, 395,206) . 

Per claim 1, Walsh teaches a system for interactive transfer of 
inventory information in a product storage space, said system 
comprising: 

a base station and a portable station; a first transceiver 
means in said base station and a second transceiver means in 
said portable station for wirelessly transmitting signals 
therebetween, said wireless signal transmission between said 
first and second transceiver means including DTMF-encoded data 
signals and DTMF-encoded command signals and spoken command 
signals; 

said base station comprising 

voice recognition means for identifying spoken command 
signals received from said portable station and converting said 
spoken command signals into predetermined computer 
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command codes corresponding to the spoken command signals, 
wherein said voice recognition means transfers said 
predetermined computer command codes to said directing station; 

voice generation means for converting predetermined 
computer command codes received from said directing means into 
corresponding electronic sound signals for producing sounds 
corresponding to spoken commands, wherein said voice generation 
means transfers said electronic sound signals to said portable 
station; 

a first translating means for translating DTMF-encoded 
transfer signals from said portable station into predetermined 
computer command codes, wherein said first translating means 
transfers said predetermined computer command codes to said 
directing station; 

a computer command code database accessible by said first 
translating means and said voice generation means for providing 
predetermined computer command codes; and said portable station 
being adapted for use remotely from said base station, said 
portable station being movable about a product storage space, 
said portable station comprising: 

scanning means for scanning bar code indicia on a product, 
said scanning means being adapted to produce digital data 
signals based upon the bar code indicia scanned; 

a second translating means for converting digital data 
signals from said scanning means into D ' I ' MF- encoded transfer 
signals for transmitting to the first translating means of said 
base station; 

a sound receiving means for receiving sounds and converting 
said sounds into electronic sound signals; and 

a sound generating means for generating audible sounds from 
electronic sound signals. 

(refer to Figures 1A, 4 and 5 which show all elements of the 
base station and the portable station. Refer to appropriate 
text in section titled "Detailed Description and the 
Preferred Embodiments" for relevant description) 



Cerny discloses a directing station comprising 
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database means for storing product- related information and 
customer-related information, said database means including 
order fulfillment information and product location information; 

directing means for determining an order fulfillment path 
through said product storage space based upon order fulfillment 
information and product location information stored in said 
database means for a product storage space, said order 
fulfillment path including a sequence of person movement 
instructions for directing person movements between product 
storage locations in said product storage space for permitting 
an efficient assembly of products to fulfill a customer order, 
said directing means passing said person movement instructions 
to the first transceiver means for transmission to said second 
transceiver means of said portable station; 

a processing means for facilitating transfer of data 
between said first transceiver means, said database means, and 
said directing means. 

(see at least col. 1 L 66- col. 2 L 15, col. 4 L 63- col. 5 
L 14, col. 5 L 50-68, col. 6 L 44-54, col. 7 L 45-50, col . 8 L 
66- col. 9 L 4 and col. 10 L 32-38). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to combine Walsh and Cerny because the 
resulting system would automatically provide efficient and 
accurate fulfillment the customer order in the storage area. 

Regarding Claims 2-12 all claimed elements are explicitly or 
inherently incorporated in the combined references of Walsh and 
Cerny as analyzed above. 

Claims 26-39 recite method steps or functions carried out 
by the means recited in the system claims 1-12 and 13-15. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Radcliffe (US 5,505,473) teaches a cart for carrying units 
and communicating with a computer by means of broadcast and 
particularly relates to a mobile cart for carrying different 
units and for communicating with the computer by radio frequency 
the location and quantity of the units to be carried by the 
cart . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to JAGDISH 
PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272-6748. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 0 0AM- 6 00PM M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 
(571)272-6747. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 




<3agdlish N. Patel 
(Primary Examiner, AU 3 624) 
5/12/05 



